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yielded by single men would be at least equal to
the product of a compound system, and it was
certainly easier to adjust to tribal life and manners,
given elasticity and understanding on the part of
the commanding officers. Fortunately for our
chances nearly every young Englishman has the
roots of eccentricity in him, and so we got on
well enough. Of course we used very few
Englishmen in the field, not more than one per
thousand of the Arab troops. A larger proportion
would have created friction, just because they
were foreign bodies (pearls if you please) in the
oyster: and those who were present controlled by
influence and advice, by their superior knowledge,
not by an extraneous authority.

In practice we did not employ in the firing line
the greater numbers which the adoption of a
"simple" system put theoretically at our disposal.
We preferred to use them in relay: otherwise our
attack would have become too extended. Each
man had to have liberal work-room. In irregular
war if two men are together one is being wasted.
The moral strain of isolated action makes this
simple form of war very exacting on the individual
soldier, and demands from him special initiative,
endurance and enthusiasm. Our ideal was to
make action a series of single combats. Napoleon,